» 1022 Worthington Ridge 

yy) 1801 

Edmund Bolero (1767-1839) & Eutychia Harmer (1760- 
1842). Her sister was Sophia Harmer. Rev. Evan Johns 
(died 1839/49) & Sophia Harmer (-1808). The two 
families immigrated from England in 1801 and lived 


together in the house. Rev. Johns was 2" minister & 
served 1802-1811 when he was dismissed. 


Worthington Historic District 


Berlin Historical Society: Waling Tour of Berlin’s Historic District 


Edmund Boldero House, 1022 Worthington Ridge, c. 1801. Edmund Boldero 
along with Reverend Evan Johns emigrated from England in 1801. They built 
and lived jointly in this house with their families. Reverend Johns became the 
second minister of the Worthington Meetinghouse in 1802, but was dismissed in 
1811, reportedly due to an uncontrollable temper. In the 1850s, it was owned by 
Sherlock Hall and served as a post office. In the 1970s a front porch was 
removed to restore the home to its original look. 


Historic Buildings of Connecticut 


Edmund Bolero (1767-1839) emigrated from England 
in 1801 with Reverend Evan Johns (1763-1849) and 
the two, with their families, shared the house at 1022 
Worthington Ridge in Berlin built c. 1801. According 
to Catharine M. North’s History of Berlin (1915): In 
1801 the Rev. Evan Johns and Mr. Edmund Boldero, 
with their wives, who were sisters, came to America 
from England. The pulpit of the Second 
Congregational Church of Berlin had been without a 
settled minister since the death of Mr. Goodrich in 
1799. Mr. Johns was called to be his successor and 
was installed June 9, 1802. He was a man of good 
ability, but he had a high temper, so poorly controlled that he and his people were kept in turmoil 
until, to the relief of both, he was dismissed February 13, 1811. He chose as the text of his last 
sermon, the words “The Devil is the father of liars, and ye are the children of your father.” He went 
on to say, “You are all liars, and the truth is not in you.” One good brother, in righteous indignation, 
rose in his seat to go up and pitch Mr. Johns out of the pulpit, and was hardly restrained from his 
purpose. Mr. Johns desired to preach one more Sunday in order that he might finish what he had to 
say, but he was not allowed to enter the pulpit. The two English families, Johns and Boldero, lived 
together, in the house lately owned by S. F. Raymond, situated next south of the Horace Steele 
place. Mr. Johns had one son, Thomas, who, for fear of contamination, was not allowed to go to 
school, or to play with other children. When Tommy was out in his yard, the little boys of the 
neighborhood would go and peek at him through the pickets. Then Mrs. Johns would appear and 
say, “Tommy, come away. | do not wish you to speak to those children.” It was said that as soon as 
Tommy came to his majority he plunged into all manner of dissipation and went speedily to “the 
bad.” The Bolderos remained after the dismissal of Mr. Johns until the death of Mr. Boldero in 1839. 
Then Mrs. Boldero boarded in the family of Charles A. Goodrich until her death in 1842. [...] There 
was a mystery about the Bolderos that was buried with them. Some said Mr. Boldero had offended 


the king and that he came to America to avoid arrest. They lived a secluded life and kept their house 
locked. Whenever anyone came there, a door would be opened a crack, or a chamber window might 
be raised, to inquire what the errand was. The children of that generation used to think it great fun on 
Thanksgiving day to dress up and go from house to house making calls. A party of them once 
stopped at the Bolderos and knocked at the door. Mrs. Boldero opened a window and asked what 
they wanted. They answered: “It is Thanksgiving day and we have come to call upon you.” She 
replied: “Every day, with me, is Thanksgiving, and you'd better run right along.” When Mr. and Mrs. 
Boldero left England they supposed they were coming to a wilderness and they brought chest upon 
chest of clothing, all made up, sufficient to last a lifetime. Mrs. Boldero used to wear to church a pink 
silk petticoat and a blue silk long shawl. After the service they would wait until all the congregation 
had gone out, when Mrs. Boldero would say, “My dear, | think we may venture now.” Then she 
would lift her skirt daintily, take her husband’s arm, and step down the aisle. They always walked 
about the yard arm in arm. There were two or three young ladies in the village to whom Mrs. Boldero 
took a fancy and these favored few were occasionally invited to take a cup of tea with her. The 
Boldero house was afterward occupied by Sherlock C. Hall who about 1852 was postmaster... The 
office was kept in the south front room of the dwelling. 


1934 WPA Census of Old Buildings in Connecticut Survey at the Connecticut State Library hich 
Collection. Slide # 062 

About 1795 

Worthington Ridge Road facing east, % mile 

south of Post Office 

Wood building, peak roof, 2 end brick chimneys, 

9 window front, 3 inch overhang on gable ends 
at 2" floor level, cut 
stone foundation. 


1985 Townwide Historic and Architectural Survey of Berlin, Connecticut. Survey # 219 


1801 Edmund Bolero current owner: William & Betty Lou Dorin 


Edmund Boldero, Reverend Evan Johns, and their families immigrated to 
Berlin from England in 1801, building and setting up joint house- 
keeping in this dwelling. Reverend Johns was installed as minister 
of the Second Congregational Church in 1802, but was dismissed in 
1811 (reportedly due to an uncontrollable temper) . Reverend Johns 
remained in Berlin until his death in 1839. In the 1850s the house 
was owned by Sherlock Hall, and served as a post office. Later Lt 
was owned by the Raymond and Wilcox families. 


2018 Town of Berlin GIS Index. _— 
1801 current owner: Patrick & Samantha Grady 

Edmund Bolero (1767-1839) & Eutychia Harmer (1760-1842), immigrated from 

England in 1801. Her sister was Sophia Harmer. Rev. Evan Johns (died 1839 or 

1849) & Sophia Harmer (-1808) immigrated from England in 1801. The two 

families lived in the house. 
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BUILDING AND STRUCTURES 


IDENTIFICATION 


DESCRIPTION 


STATE OF CONNECTICUT ; ’ = 
CONNECTICUT HISTORICAL CGMMISSION mm ted | i : Ha 
59 SOUTH PROSPECT STREET, HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT 06106 | auan:| 
(203) 566-3005 
OImstRictT 1F NR, SPECIFY 


#219 » Ls Eine | Claes DC) psreia 


. 1. BUILDING NAME (Common) (Historic) 


Edmund Boldero House 


TOWN CiTY VILLAGE TOUNTY 
Berlin po narra 


R NO NUMBER (and? ur location) 


1022 Worthington Ridge 16-3/112/15 
sen William E. & 
Dorin Betty Lou ¥ iy Berlin 06037 Chrubtie [i] Private 
U (Presence) (iistorte) 
Residence Residence 


"ACCESSIBILITY EXTERIOR VSIBLE FROM PUBLIC ROAD INTERIOR ACCESSIGLE . EXPLAIN 
TO PUBLIC: Yes [Jno LJ yes [x] ne 
TSTVLE OF BUILDING D OF CONSTRUCTION 
Vernacular 1801 
8. MATERIAL(S) (indicate use of location when appropriate) : 
Oth 
Clapboord 0 Asbestos Siding i} Brick (Specify) 
OD Wood Shingle eaeree Siding O Fieldstone 
DO Boord & Batten O Stucco OD Cobblestone 


Aluminum Concrete Cut stone i 
Siding Tos: Tee, Brownstone foundation and steps 


9. STRUCTURAL SYSTEM 


Wood frame ia Post and beom O balloon 


] Load beoring masonry oO Structural iron or steel 


CD other (Specify) 


10. ROOF (Type) 


{x} Gable O Flot Ll Monsord DO Monitor 's sawtooth 
O Gombrel O Shed O Hip ia Round CSpecify) 


{Material} 


Roll 
Oo Wood Shingle Asphalt O Tin LJ Slate 0 Goble end to the street 
Other 


Bl asanoinctiete. Clmep: Eo) sits () Specify) EX] Ridge parallel to the street 


Tl, NUMBER OF STORIES] APPROXIMATE DIMENSIONS 
2 1/2 39" x 29)" 


ONDITION (Structural hater) 
, 
=] Excellent Good i] Foir O Deteriorated O Excellent (x) Good DO Foir O Deteriorated 
13, INTEGRITY (Low ationd (Alterations) 1F YES, EXPLAIN ‘ 
iginol 
ued vis (J wove O Yes Lx | No 
R D OUTBUILDI OR LAND Pe Fe URES 
&) Born Shed k) Garage (x) Other londscape feotures or buildings (Specify) Cast-iron fence 


e with arrow-pointed pickets. 
ic Romeee® ia) Shop Ll Garden 


TS SURROUNDING ENVIRONMENT 
0 Open lond aod: (x) Residentiol 0D Scattered buildings visible from site 


Indus- 3 a se 
0 Commercial trial (0 Rural k) High building density 
16 INTERRELATIONSHIP OF BUILDING ANDO SURROUNDIN 


In Worthington Ridge Local Historic District. 
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DESCRIP TION (Continued! 


SIGNIFICANCE 


fe 
PHOTOGRAPHER . * 
Tew NEGATIVE ON FILE ; : E Fo , Ss 


UBSEQUEN 1ELO EVALUATION 


17 OTHER NOTABLE FEATURES OF BUILDING OR SITE (interior and/or exterior) 
The Edmund Boldero House has a five-bay facade with a central entry. The 
trabeated entry has fluted pilasters, a wide plain entablature anda 
molded cap. The projecting plain board window surrounds are topped by 
simple molded caps; second-floor facade windows are located immediately 
under the eaves. Windows are fitted with recent or restored 12-over-12 
sash; paired attic lights are fitted with 6-over-6 sash. Much of the 
wall cladding appears to be recent. There is a hewn overhang at the 
second floor; another may be concealed beneath decorative Victorian 
shingles in the gable peaks. The boxed main roof cornice shows a partial 


return. 


ne a, 


HISTORICAL OR ARCH! URAL POR N 


Architecturally, the Edmund Boldero House is significant as a good 
example of an early-19th-century vernacular central hall house. Easily 
distinguished by their large twin brick chimneys, central hall houses 
are similar in construction to the central chimney houses of the 18th 
century, but allow for more light and air in their interior plans. This 
house, built in 1801, shows the hewn overhangs generally associated 
with the 18th century. Other typical features which reflect tradi- 
tional building customs include the parallel ridge-orientation and 
symmetrical five-bay facade. Although conservative in form and plainly 
detailed, the house shows some influence from the period's more formal 
architecture in its entrace pilasters and molded window caps. Minor 
Victorian alterations do not detract from the architectural integrity 


of the house. 
, 
(continued) 


North, pp. 209-211 
Edmund Boldero House 


19. (continued) : 


Edmund Boldero, Reverend Evan Johns, and their families immigrated to 
Berlin from England in 1801, building and setting up joint house- 
keeping in this dwelling. Reverend Johns was installed as minister 
of the Second Congregational Church in 1802, but was dismissed in 
1811 (reportedly due to an uncontrollable temper). Reverend Johns 
remained in Berlin until his death in 1839. In the 1850s the house 
was owned by Sherlock Hall, and served as a post office. Later it 
was owned by the Raymond and Wilcox families. 


